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Brief Description: Increasing certain assessments and penalties imposed by courts.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Hargrove,
Rossi, Fairley and Kohl-Welles).

Senate Committee on Ways & Means
House Committee on Appropriations

Background: Persons who are found to have committed traffic infractions are assessed civil
penalties. Revenues from traffic infraction penalties are split to local governments and the
state through several different distributions.

Of the base traffic infraction penalty, the first $12 from each charge must be remitted to the
state Judicial Information System Account. Added to the base penalty is a $5 fee that is
distributed to the state Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Care System Trust Account.
In addition, unless the offender is indigent, the court must charge an additional penalty of
$10. If the offender is indigent, community restitution may be substituted. The revenues
from this charge are distributed 32 percent to the state Public Safety and Education Account
(PSEA) and 68 percent to local governments.

Courts of limited jurisdiction must also add two separate assessments to all court fines,
forfeitures, and penalties. The first penalty assessment is 60 percent of the fine, which is
distributed 32 percent to the state and 68 percent to locals. The second penalty assessment
is 50 percent of the first assessment, and all of these funds are distributed to the state PSEA.

The state PSEA is currently used to fund crime prevention and criminal justice-related
programs in the Criminal Justice Training Commission, the Department of Social and Health
Services, the Office of the Administrator for the Courts, the Department of Corrections, the
Washington State Patrol, the Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development,
the Office of Public Defense, the Department of Labor and Industries (Crime Victim’s
Compensation), and others.

Local revenues from traffic infractions and court penalties are deposited into county current
expense funds. State law requires 1.75 percent of local penalty money to fund local programs
for crime victims.

Summary: The additional penalty on all traffic infractions is increased from $10 to $20.
Of the total $20, $8.50 is distributed entirely to the state PSEA. The remaining amount is
distributed 68 percent to local governments and 32 percent to the state PSEA.
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The first penalty assessment on all fines, forfeitures, and penalties by courts of limited
jurisdiction is increased from 60 percent to 70 percent. The existing distribution of the 32
percent of the revenue to the state PSEA and 68 percent to local governments is retained.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0
House 69 28

Effective: July 27, 2003
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